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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Sisters in Christ:

The CCW-ADW is here to connect Catholic women. Visit our website at 
councilofcatholicwomen-adw.com for the latest fun events and opportuni-
ties for leadership, spirituality, and service. Be sure to email me at Archdio-
ceseCCW@gmail.com so we can publicize your group’s event.

As we continue in quarantine, we continue to notice God’s providential 
action in our lives. Amidst the sometimes painful adjustments we’ve been 
asked to make, God finds ways to remind us that He’s got this! Join me in 
praying for our brave health care workers and first responders who put 
themselves in harm’s way for us every day.  

With gratitude and sorrow, we mark the passing of our friend, sister, and 
Black Catholic leader Evelyn Quander Rattley. We pay tribute on page 2.

Have you registered for the National Council of Catholic Women conven-
tion? It’s in Arlington this year! Details on events and speakers on page 4.

May God grant you a joyous and fruitful Easter season.

In Christ,
Carol-Ann Parker 
President

We are an 
Easter people and 

our song is  
ALLELUIA!!

https://www.councilofcatholicwomen-adw.com/


remembering a washington legend

Evelyn Quander Rattley (1924–2020)
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A Legacy of Black Catholic History
by SIS Jewel Russell

Evelyn Quander Rattley, native Washingtonian and cradle Catholic, was born October 8, 1924, and raised on C
Street SE, near what is now Capitol Hill. She attended Saint Cyprian in her younger years, receiving her religious 
and formal education under the tutelage of the Oblate Sisters of Providence. She recalls the sisters instilling in 
the students that in spite of segregation, “we are all children of God, loved, and worth something of good value in 
His eyesight.” Even today, she remembers “to hold your head up and walk tall, look a person in the eye because 
you are worth something.”
Evelyn received her Master’s in Special Education at The George Washington University and began work on 
a Ph.D. at Catholic University, when she took a sabbatical to get married and have her two children. Evelyn and 
her parents were one of the founding families of Saint Benedict the Moor Catholic Church, where there is a 
Quander Room dedicated in their name. She has sat in the same pew for the last 73 years; the Sodality has now 
dedicated a placard and reserved a permanent seat for her.
Evelyn was proud to share the Quander family historical lineage that began in Dutch Kamenda, Ghana, West 
Africa, a tiny village near the city of Cape Coast. In the summer of 2002, her daughter Sandra Rattley gifted her 
with a trip to the homeland. Upon arrival, she leapt from the plane and kissed the ground of her ancestors. Her 
tribe, The Amaquandos, and their elder chiefs greeted Evelyn in a welcoming parade to celebrate the Quanders’ 
homecoming, highlighted with her coronation as Queen Mother. She visited schools, orphanages, and nutrition 
centers. However, the most memorable experience was her trip to Elmina, the site of the oldest and largest slave 
dungeon to exist in Africa.
As a recognized advocate for children with learning disabilities, she was appointed to the Board of Directors 
of the Joseph F. Kennedy Institute by Cardinal Hickey. In 1964, she was the only black female docent of ten from 
the National Archives to be sent to the JFK Memorial Library in Boston, Massachusetts, for its dedication.
Evelyn retired as a Supervisor of Teachers from the District of Columbia Public Schools after 30 years. She 
enjoyed traveling, including to the World Conference of Catholic Women in Guadalajara, Mexico, where she 
presented her initiative to provide education to black women in the free world. In May 2019, she was diagnosed 

“Bloom where you are 
planted. Seek out one 

objective, one thing 
that you believe in, and 

strive to bring that alive. 
Just like a plant, stay 

centered, do your best, 
put everything into your 

one thing and you will 
see results!”
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with cancer and began taking chemotherapy treatments, which prevented her from attending an award ceremo-
ny where the Archivist of DC planned to honor her volunteer services.
Evelyn was a charter member of Sisters in the Spirit Archdiocese of Washington. She was involved in several 
ministries including The Retired Educators Association, Cursillo Movement of the Archdiocese of Washington, 
the Council of Catholic Women, Ladies of Charity, the Sodality, and the Sodality Union. But she labels Sisters 
in the Spirit as a group that stands for what she believes: You must have faith in the Lord, family, and education. 
With these three things come survival in this world. Her motto “I’ve come this far by faith” was proven in her 
brave fight against cancer and in her fearless pursuit of God’s plan.
To those contemplating joining the Catholic Church, Evelyn says, “To join the Catholic Church you will find 
a family, people that will support you. Faith and belief are the foundation. You must believe the Lord is actually 
present, that you are a child of God. Bow down to acknowledge that the Lord is far greater than you; that you are 
made in his image. If you follow His instructions and believe, then you will live a full and productive life in this 
faith!”
To young black Catholic women, Evelyn says: “Bloom where you are planted. Seek out one objective, one thing 
that you believe in, and strive to bring that alive. Just like a plant, stay centered, do your best, put everything into 
your one thing and you will see results!”

This tribute is adapted from an interview by Sisters in the Spirit’s most junior member, Jewel Russell, age 26, of its 
most senior member, Evelyn Quander Rattley, age 95. The interview was conducted shortly before Mrs. Rattley’s 
death on Good Friday, April 10, and originally appeared in the Sisters in the Spirit newsletter.

If you wish to honor the memory of Evelyn Quander Rattley, send a donation in her name to the Sanctuary Ren-
ovation Project, St. Benedict the Moor Catholic Church, 320 21st St NE, Washington, DC 20002.

Then-Solidarity Union President Shelia 
Parker accepts CCW-ADW’s Our Lady 
of Good Counsel Award for awardee 
Evelyn Quander Rattley, who was unable 
to attend the April 27, 2019, ceremony. 
Presented by CCW Spiritual Advisor 
Msgr. Robert G. Amey.

“For the Lord 
is good; 

his mercy endures 
forever, and 

his faithfulness 
to all 

generations.”

Psalm 100:5
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The National Council of Catholic Women convention 
will be in the DC area this summer!

Registration: https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/

NCCW national convention 2020

The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower, and educate all 
Catholic women in spirituality, leadership, and service. NCCW programs respond with Gospel values to 

the needs of the Church and society in the modern world.

Catholic women of all ages are invited 
to discover NCCW’s rich history and its vision for the future through inspiring conferences, daily liturgies, 
informative exhibits, and fun events. Together with women from around the country, attendees will deepen their 
faith, grow as leaders and as sisters in Christ, and discover new ways to serve the needs of society both today and 
in the future.
“Convention is an exceptional opportunity to learn, pray, and celebrate the unique gifts of women as we look to the 
future, transforming the world through fulfilling our mission to support, empower and educate all Catholic women 
in spirituality, leadership and service,” said NCCW President Jean Kelly. 

Speakers at the 2020 Convention include
His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York, who will give the keynote address and cele-
brate the opening Mass on Thursday, August 27.
Abby Johnson, internationally known pro-life activist, who will receive the 2020 NCCW Lifetime Achievement 
Award and will speak at the AWARDs Breakfast Friday, August 28.
Gloria Purvis, the creator and host of the popular EWTN TV series, “Authentically Free at Last,” who will speak 
on Saturday, August 29.
Convention attendees will have the opportunity to experience The Jersey Tenors™, an Opera/Rock mash-up 
sensation, and to attend the NCCW Centennial Mass in the Great Upper Church at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on Wednesday, August 26 at 12:30 pm.

The National Council of Catholic Women 
was founded by the US Catholic bishops in 1920. For more information about the 2020 NCCW Convention, visit 
the website www.nccw.org. 

https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
www.nccw.org
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Service opportunities

The National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) is promoting Walking with Moms in Need and is asking 
that this information be shared with diocesan Presidents, deanery/vicariate and parish Presidents about being 
involved in this year of service. Please see the United States Council of Catholic Bishops link for more informa-
tion and for signing up: http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/walking-with-moms-in-need.cfm. Mary 
Ann Cummins, NCCW’s Service Commission Chair, is compiling a list of activities for the Bishops to present at 
our convention in August.  

In these unprecedented times of self-isolation and physical distance, community is more important than ever. 
On May 5, Little Friends for Peace (LFFP) will participate in Give Local Together, a campaign hosted by the 
Catalogue for Philanthropy as part of #GivingTuesdayNow, a global day of giving in response to COVID-19. In 
times of crisis, we are called to respond with generosity rather than fear, to care for the collective rather than just 
the individual.
Local nonprofits like ours continue to work each day, even in the midst of this crisis. Over the last four weeks, 
LFFP has offered free virtual peace circles for people of all ages. We are providing a space for people to share 
their thoughts and feelings all while making connections and building community. We need your support to 
continue this programming and emerge stronger than ever once this challenging time passes.
We will be participating in this campaign, which is scheduled for May 5, 2020. On May 5th, we have the chance 
to prove within 24 hours that there is more power in generosity than in fear and uncertainty. We are proud to 
participate in the campaign through the Catalogue for Philanthropy, a local guide to giving and capacity building 
for our region’s small nonprofits. We invite you to visit our page on the regional campaign’s website at
givelocaltogether.org/team/littlefriendsforpeace.

Tuesday, May 5

https://www.givelocaltogether.org/team/littlefriendsforpeace


coming events

VALLIMAR JANSEN  
Presents  

An Afternoon 
with  

Sr. Thea Bowman, 
FSPA 

“I Want to Live 
Until I Die” 

Saturday, October 17, 2020—2:00pm 
Our Lady Perpetual Help (Panorama Room) /  

1600 Morris Rd SE, Washington, DC 20020  
 

Cost $50.00 (per person) 
For more information contact:   

Thelma Adams: thelmaadams1@verizon.net   
Cynthia Battle: theabowmanprogram@gmail.com   

Sr. Patricia Chappell: pjcsnd@aol.com 

Cynthia Morris: iluvpurple2@msn.com  

Sr. Thea Bowman, F.S.P.A.
December 29, 1937–March 30, 1990

Sister Thea Bowman was a Roman Catholic religious sis-
ter, teacher, and scholar who made a major contribution 
to the ministry of the Catholic Church. Sr. Thea became 
an evangelist among her people, assisted in the produc-
tion of an African American Catholic hymnal, and was 
a popular speaker on faith and spirituality in her final 
years. She helped found the National Black Sisters Con-
ference to provide support for African-American women 
and Catholic religious. Bowman has been designated a 
Servant of God. For additional information visit www.
usccb.org or www.wikipedia.org, or www.fspa.org.

Sight and Sound Theater “Queen Esther”
Tuesday, August 18, 2020

For more information, contact Cheryl at 
queenholley@comcast.net
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“Remember 
who you are 

and 
whose you are.”

Thea Bowman

http://usccb.org/
fspa.org
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CCW NIGHTLY ROSARY FOR HEALING OF THE CHURCH

Since September 2018, the Council of Catholic Women has been hosting a nightly Rosary call (Mondays 
through Saturdays at 8:00 p.m.) for the healing of the Church. We believe prayer is the foundation of action.
With the intercession of our Blessed Mother and by the power of the Holy Trinity, praying the Rosary can help 
restore the Church to a place of safety and moral guidance. The sex abuse scandal has caused “so much pain,” 
says Sharon A. O’Brien, CCW’s Immediate Past President. “Prayer will help us move forward.”
All are welcome to participate. Each night, individuals dial 605-468-8016, ID 357090#, read meditations on the 
Rosary’s mysteries, and pray together. –Carol Monaco, Spirituality Commission Chair

Call in at 8:00 p.m. seven days a week
605-468-8016, code 357090#

CCW-ADW website
CouncilOfCatholicWomen-ADW.com

gives you up-to-the-minute news on what’s happening for women in the Archdiocese.
Thanks to CCW-ADW member Mary Leibolt for her beautiful design and set-up of this page.

The website features useful information such as:
• a calendar of events
• a page for parish website links
• a photo gallery of past events
• easy access to the CCW’s newsletter The “Link”

Would you like to see what’s going on around the Archdiocese in other parishes? Want to let the Archdiocese 
know about a great event your parish is hosting? How about having a link to your parish’s website available or 
getting to other parish websites easily? Our new website can help you with these goals and more.  
The website can be found at councilofcatholicwomen-adw.com.  

For more information contact Mary Leibolt by email at mfleib@verizon.net

https://www.councilofcatholicwomen-adw.com/
https://www.councilofcatholicwomen-adw.com/


Ponder with mary

Why Do You Doubt?
By Carol Monaco

JourneyToOurLady.com
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Consider Matthew 14:31: Peter cried out for help when he began to sink as he tried to walk on water toward 
Jesus in the stormy seas. When Jesus rescued Peter, He said “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
Chances are there comes a point in our lives when we doubt our faith and trust in God. The fact is no matter how 
prayerful and pious we are in life, we are going to face storms. Like Peter, although we try our best to follow the 
Lord’s way, those storms can be overwhelming. Isn’t that reason enough to doubt?

Life’s Storms
Some of those storms are caused by circumstances beyond our control and others are of our own doing. Howev-
er, faith and trust in God help us to navigate through those storms so that we do not get lost in this increasingly 
secular world or drown in temptation and sin. Faith and trust in God give us an inner peace that we cannot find 
on our own. 
The key is to hold onto that inner peace even when our anxieties, doubts, confusion, and sorrows try to pull us 
down. That inner peace is God’s love for each of us. Let us ask ourselves: Is God’s love more important than our 
possessions, our career status, and our social standing? If we should lose everything and still have God’s love in 
our hearts, how would we feel? Would we still feel safe and secure in the knowledge that God will not abandon 
us?
Christ reflected our fears and anxieties when He said from the cross “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” [Matthew 27:46] Jesus also showed us from the cross that even in His darkest hour, He still held onto His 
faith and trust when He said: “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” [Luke 23:46] That faith and trust 
also shines through Mary our Blessed Mother who helps us to see beyond our storms. Imagine the pain—and 
inspiration—that Mary must have felt sharing in her Son’s passion and crucifixion. How else could she have en-
dured the loss of her Son and still open her heart to be mother to us all?

Faith and Trust
Having faith and trust in God does not mean our pain and troubles will magically disappear. Instead, when we 
put our lives in God’s hands—embraced with His love—we will be able to recover from the turbulence rather 
than succumb to it.
Like Peter, Christ will rescue us when we call out to Our Lord for help. Like Christ, who died for our sins and 
rose again in glory, we too can triumph over our circumstances when we follow Our Lord’s way in life. And like 
Mary, who was assumed into heaven body and soul, we too can live a holy life on earth with full faith and trust in 
God and die a holy death for eternal life in heaven. For all that God gives to us, may we be truly thankful.

To see more of Carol’s articles, visit JourneyToOurLady.com

https://www.journeytoourlady.com/
https://www.journeytoourlady.com/
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JOIN US TODAY! 

 
 Individual Membership 

  
Name_______________________________ 

Address_____________________________ 

City________________________________ 

State____________ZIP_________________ 

Parish______________________________ 

Phone____________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________ 

 
Individual Membership is only 
$25.00 per year. 

Make check payable to ACCW.  
Send to Kathy Foley, Treasurer 
3306 Farthing Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20906 
 
 

Membership Contact: 
Carol‐Ann Parker, President 

904‐699‐6255 
ArchdioceseCCW@gmail.com  

 
 

Join us to respond to the needs 
of the Church and society 

through a focus on spirituality, 
leadership, and service.  

 
Membership Benefits 

Putting faith into action by:  
 Learning about issues  
 Visits to sacred sites 
 Service projects 
 E‐newsletters 
 Facebook group  
 Access to NCCW 
program information 
and resources. 

 
Members receive a discount on 
ACCW sponsored programs.  
 
Join the National Council of Catholic Women 
directly to receive NCCW’s Catholic Woman 

magazine with national and international news 
and inspiring stories. Dues are $50.00 per year.  

Visit www.NCCW.org. 
 

https://www.nccw.org/

